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Function: Teaching and Research 




These photographs have been generated as part of my ongoing research into the use of photographic 
observation as a research method for design practice. Appropriate methods of research for design 




My research exhibitions have explored the fine line between photographic realism, the dominant frame 
of  photo-observation, and abstraction, the realm of design. The work in this exhibition took the notion 
of abstraction to its logical extreme. My photographs, though having an indexical relationship to actual 
things, were shot in a way that this relationship was visually extinguished through extreme focal and 
motion blur. The intention of doing this was to firmly establish a tipping point into unrecognisable 




Invitation to participate in this curated exhibition came about as a result of my previous exhibition, 
exploring similar themes, Light Relief Part 1 (F.O.R. 1203, Category J3, Code 2006010212). The 
theme of Photo / Not Photo was ‘when is a photo not a photo?’ My work in this show responded to this 
question in a provocative manner in that it used standard digital photographic technology to take 
photos of actual things but done in such a way as to eliminate any apparent indexical relationship 
between the things and the photo. In doing this it became evident to me that for the purposes of design 
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